INITIALS

WHENEVER a journalist wants to
write something, and lacks a peg,
he invents a correspondent who
(he states) " writes to " ask, point out, con-
firm, contradict, qualify, complain about,
suggest, or urge something or other. I have
done it myself. On this occasion, however,
the correspondent is a real one. He is real,
and I have very great respect for him, although
I have never seen him. And although the
question he asks, the fact he points out, the
practice he complains about, and the changes
he suggests or urges, have in the first instance
a purely personal relation to myself, I feel
justified in mentioning it because it opens up
larger issues.

The correspondent says, in his mild and
diffident way, " Why the hell do you sign
your articles with initials?35 Initials, he
argues, do not "get over the footlights";
they do not suggest a personality ; they are not
rememberable. " Surely your initials stand
for something. They did not christen you
with initials. What does this c J ' represent ? "
A part of this contention I will admit frankly
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